Fort Schlosser

Subject Area: Social Studies
Grade Level: 9-12
New York State Social Studies Learning Standards

Standard 1
History of the United States and New York

Students will:

e Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their
understanding of major ideas, eras, themes,
developments, and turning points in the history of the
United States and New York.

= Distinguish between near and distant past and
interpret simple timelines,

= Investigate key turning points in New York State
and United States history and explain why these
events or developments are significant.

= Gather and organize information about the
important achievements and contributions of
individuals and groups living in New York State
and the United States,

= Prepare essays and oral reports about the important
social, political, economic, scientific,
technological, and cultural developments,
issues, and events from New York State and
United States history, and

Fort Schlosse was built in 1760 slightly upstream from the site the French Fort
Little Niagara or Fort du Portage (1750-9). Built by the British, it was located at the
head of the Niagara Falls Rapids . It was locsted at the south (upper) end of the land
route from Fort Niagara. It was named after it first commander,Captain John Joseph
Schlosser of the 60™ Regiment of the Foot (the American Regiment).

The new fort consisted of a ditched square earthworks with four bastions. The old
chimney chimney from the burned French fort was used for the new barracks and mess
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Source: http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/58100/58161/58161 fort schloss.htm

Also, the British established a shipyard on Navy Island in the river opposite the
Fort.

The portage route was attacked frequently. In September 1763, the "Devils Hole
Massacre" occurred . Because of that attack, a series of blockhouses were constructed
in 1764 to protect the route..

Fort Schlosser remained occupied by the British during the Revolutionary War.
The British vacated it in 1796. It was garrisoned by American troops in the War of 1812.
On July 5, 1813,a British and Canadian force, consisting of some 35 militia and a small
detachment of the 49th Regiment, attacked Fort Schlosser . The British wanted to
eliminate the American depot because, situated at the southern terminus of the


http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/58100/58161/58161_fort_schloss.htm

Lewiston Portage, it was an important military trans-shipment point. The attacking force
was commanded by Lieut.-Col. Thomas Clark of the 2nd Regiment, Lincoln Militia. The
British surprised the American garrison,encountering little resistance. The Britsh
captured a gunboat, two bateaux, a brass cannon and a substantial quantity of small arms
and supplies. When embarked for their returne to Canada, the British were attacked by
local American militia but they suffered no casualties. In December, 1813, the British
captured Fort Schlosser and burned it.

Activity

Students will use draw their own diagram of Fort Schlosser, using the following
illustration as a model
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Fort Schlosser was the name given to the fortification when the British
built it in 1760. It was rebuilt in 1763. It was named after Captain John
Joseph Schlosser, an officer in the 60th Regiment of Foot (or Royal
American Regiment), commander and builder of the post.
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4 This rough plan for rebuilding the fort was found in

A~ | the papers of Major General Jeffery Amherst, British

<! Commander-in-Chief in North America. The artist's
rendering above is based on this plan.
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Extension Activity 1

Students will describe why the Niagara Portage was the gateway to the interior of North
America.

Extension Activity 2:

Students will explain why the British established a series of blockhouses along the
Niagara Portage.
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